
It was entirely predictable 

given tbat a precedent bad couree will be uaed selectively, 
already been set after In the sense that the police 
Wapplng. that the police would will select those photographs 
demand and be given access to that In any subsequent court 
all photographic and video film case oely and eiclusively are 
taken by Journalists during the of benefit to the prosecution, 
foil Tax riot in Trafalgar similar contradictory evidence 
square. This 'evidence' was. that might benefit a defendant 
the police claimed, vital If can be trimmed, withheld or 
they were to first Identify, destroyed, 
then arrest and prosecute the What mekes matters worse is 
alleged 'ring leaders'. the fact that what they the 

It was also entirely predictable reporters witnessed, #rai not a 
that while some sections of clash between pro- and antl- 
the media would offer the foil Tax demonstrators, with 
'evidence* with unconcealed the police there as the 
enthusiasm others like the Impartial neutral rep- 
Guardlan or Observer would resentatives of law and order, 
refuse point blank on principle It was In fact a battle 
• until ordered to do so In betweea the police and the 
court. This was an entirely marchers, following an attack 
proper protest commented the on the marchers by the police, 
presiding Judge approvingly, as Media hacks may In future 
the media In 'a free country' seek refuge In the 'conspiracy 
could not automatically be theory' of their own making, 
expected to become the "eyes that the riot was planned by 
and ears of the police" and in groups such as Class War, 
any case they had plenty of which Is laughable, or the SWP 
video and photographic which If possible, is even more 
evidence of their own. Incredible. However, from 

The owners, editors and eye-witness accounts, and the 
Journalists of those publications number of letters which 
that contested the order In ironically appeared In their 
court may indeed feel that own papers, there Is some 
honour has been satisfied, or evidence that suggests such a 
In any case hope that such a conspiracy did Indeed exist, 
token gesture will be sufficient that the riot was carefully 
In future to distinguish their planned and orchestrated by 
Journalists from those of the 'the enemies of democracy' 
'police sheets' such as the not belonging to small and 
Star and the Sun that eagerly timid groups on the left, but 
volunteered the Information, instead to a cynical, powerful 
If so. they are liable to be organisation on the right - the 
quickly disillusioned. For In Metropolitan police, 
the real world It will matter THB MET 

little who is subsequently 1. One hour before any 

Jailed. Whether the photo- trouble, large numbers of plain 
graphic evidence supplied to clothes police were seen to 
the prosecution came from the infiltrate the crowd, 
impeccably principled Guardian 2. The tactics employed 

or the propagandists of the outside Downing Street, first 
Dally star on the rabid right, spitting the march In two. 
The end result is the same. Panting thousands of people 


Both newspapers have 


from reaching their destination 


material to be sifted through "»tura ly caused anger and 
by the police at their leisure; confusion. Those that 

the police have been granted remonstrated or objected were 
.11 the evidence which ofl 1 " 1 ^ stacked. Curio usly. 



exactly the same tactic was 
used in 1904 during a large 
march In support of the miners 
with exactly the same result. 
Riot! Mass arrests! Media 
hysterlal 

3. The police refused point 
blank, to change the route or 
the rallying point of the march 
to Hyde Park which would 
have avoided the potential 
'flash points' such as the S. 
African Embassy In Trafalgar 
Square, or Downing Street on 
the route. Despite the 
'rumours' of trouble surfacing 
in the press, the week before 
they Informed the Anti-Poll 
Tax Federation that such a 
request would have to be 
denied as they required 7 days 
notice In writlngl Perhaps it 
was Just coincidence that in 
these 'flash point sreas' where 
the police video and cameras 
were located that the worst 
violence occurred. 

4. It was the police 
themselves that launched the 
first violent and unprovoked 
attack on the up to then 
completely peaceful crowd in 
Trafalgar Square. As the 
Home Secretary admitted In 
the House of Commons, the 
entirely legal assembly were 
not Informed by the police 
that they wished to 'clear the 
area'. Neither were they at 
any time ordered or instructed 
to do so. There was no 
attempt at any verbal 
communication at all. So the 
use of violence or force was 
not used as a last resort; the 
police chose that method. It 
was done intentionally. 

5. Despite police claims that 
the objective was to clear the 
area, thousands of marchers 
who had travelled to London 
from around the country and 
whose coaches were parked on 
the Embankment were 
physically prevented by the 
police from getting to them, 
and instead were forced back 
in the direction of the trouble. 
All the tube stations In the 
immediate area, Plcadllly, 
Charing Cross. Waterloo. 
Leicester Square and for a 
radius of a couple of miles 
around were closed to the 
public. 

6. Large and conspicuous 

nounds of bricks and masonry 
had been dumped for no 
apparent reason on the 
pavement in the Haymarket. 
This was the one and only 

exit-route from the Square 
choaen by the police for the 

demonstrators still corailed 
outside the National Portrait 
Gallery at about 6.30. The 
impromtu march which resulted 
from the evacuation was 
unescorted by any police at 

all. so predictably the whole 
area echoed to the sound of 
broken glass. 

Apologists for the police say 

that all of this if true was as 
a result of 'Inept policing'. If 
so, millions of pounds of rate 
payers money has been wasted 
In the riot control techniques 


.ie Met has been perfecting 
over the past 10 years. 

At no time except perhaps for 
a short period around Trafalgar 
Square when both the Higgs 
and Hill offices and the 8. 
African Embassy were on fire 
did the police 'appear' to have 
bitten off more than they 
could comfortably chew 
where they were not in 
complete control of the 
situation. The repeated 

charges by mounted and 
insufficient numbers of riot 
police were never intended and 
could not dislodge the 2.000 
strong section fighting back. 
If the Intention was not to 
disperse them. It was only to 
provoke them. At the very 
height of the fighting, 
hundreds of police loitered 
seemingly unperturbed and 
unemployed in Whitehall. 
Everything was obviously under 
control. everything was 
evidently going to plan. It is 
for this reason that the entire 
media are culpable, because 
not one paper has to our 
knowledge sought to answer 
these questions; the questions 
themselves have not even been 
posed. 

For them to then calmly hand 
over all visual evidence to the 
willing participants, if not the 
instigators of the riot, to help 
head-hunt those the police had 
pushed to a fight on the 

ground the oollce prepared and 
selected beforehand is to 
accept in advance of any 
inquiry the police version of 
events; that not only were 
they entirely blameless but 

that they 'acted with 

restraint'. Presumably they 
also accept that members of 
their own profession. 
Journalists from the Dally Mall 
and Time magaxlne, victims of 
police agression, were either 
rioting at the time, are secret 
members of Class War, or that 
the injuries they suffered were 
self-inflicted. 

Whatever the reason, whether 
it was due to a natural bias 

towards the police. self- 
censocthlp. or simply a case of 
collective funk, their response 
to all police pressure, un¬ 
doubtedly means that in 
future, all representatives of 
the media will be regarded 
rightly as accomplices or 
potential accomplces of the 
police. 

lecause they are prepared to 
allow others to go to Jail to 
avoid going to Jail themselves 
(the probable result of defying 
the court) they have finally 
forfeited the last vestige of 
either Integrity or 

Independence. 

On April 9th the Sun in Its 
editorial, asked "why are some 
newspapers and TV companies 
reluctant to hand over 
Trafalgar Square riot pictures 
to Scotland yard? It is absurd 
to argue that photographers 
are in some way neutral 
(CONTI 



IF. PRODUCTION OF A PR FSB CARD IN FUTURE MAY 
VF. THF. VFRY OPPOSITE EFFECT TO THE ONE 


NEW KIDS ON 
THE BLOCK 

On Saturday April 21st the between the BNF and AFA 3 
fascist British National Party week* earlier. On that 
held an election meeting at a occasion a group of about 30 
school in Bethnal Green. East fascists were challenged by 
london. This was Intended to AFA ouUlde one of their pubs, 
improve the electoral chances The majority ran. The ones 
of all 4 candidates they stood that stood their ground got 
in the East End. contesting the wacked. The effect on he 
local elections. They hoped to young onlookers, some his own 
consolidate the support for pupils, was electric. They 
their racist policy that gained talked, he said, of little else 
national publicity after the a n week. The so-called 'hard 
success of a pro-white march men i had been run> ^fort- 
organised 3 weeks earlier by They couldn't believe 

the grandfather of a white tt , They had e% td«vntiv never 
youth. John Stoner, stabbed In t i.«t happen before. In 

a retaliatory attack by young the battle for 'hearts and 
Aslans. minds' the first point was 

The Thursday before the ,c 0r e d propaganda war. 

meeting, on April 11, the East AUo< thr f| rft indication they 
London branch of Anti-Fascist htd> lhat , hn political 

Action (AFA) called a public aense, 'there were new kids on 
meeting In the area to discuss t h fl block', 
s strstegy and try and co- 0n the day In question, having 
ordinate an effective response, anticipated the route the 
Though ell relevant groups f a anists would choose, sboul 50 
were Invited, neither the SWP AFA act | V | Stl took over 2 pubs 
who instead organised in id ) acent to each other and 
conjunction with the local ct j„,| y awaited the arrival of 
Labour party a picket of the tha BNP. By the time they 
achool. nor 'Workers against arrivad , w e had attracted the 
Racism' attended. attention of the local plod, but 

In contrast to this passive wh0 for feaion believed 

approach. East London AFA that thf f alcU u and the 

decided to Intercept end welcoming perty were sll os 
confront the fascists going to ^ NIRfl , lda . Taking 
or coming from the meeting. advCB tsge of the confusion we 
The correctness of this a || owad them to pass snd then 
strategy wax endorsed by a f a jj |„ behind them. The 
local teacnwr. who expressed pou ca looked on benignly, 
his support (or the tactic of fen,. faC slst» looked a little 
confrontation, purely (or the 

propaganda fall-out that (CONT) 

, resulted from a similar clash 










The ruling oUimi art oftan to 
Jo found defending their 
actions la tarmi of the 
praaaraatioa and promotioa of 
a certain "culture" and 
"civilised valises". Thara la 
probably widespread stream ent 
that area within the grotesque 
Inequalities and repraaaloa built 
lato any form of capitalism. It 
la possible to Identify tome 
societies that ara more 
"civilised" or "decant* 
(another favourite word of the 
liberalO than others. These 
are societies In which the 
working class has maaa*ed. 
thorugh Its own strength, to 
extract significant conceealoas 
from those who control the 
sources of wealth and power 
and where the ruling classes 
have beeo able to maintain the 
Illusion of harmony and 
consensus amongst those they 


rale. It Is oa the whole 
better to be a working clans 
parson Using la Holland or 
Sweden than Japan or Brasil 
for example. la basic terms, 
the rata of eiploltation of 
working class people Is lower. 
How should we lodge the 

In m 



degree of "cisllisattoe" In a 
society or the lack of It? 
Certainly, most people would 
agree on two factors. Does 
the country concerned have a 
system of welfare that 
guarantees its least well-off 
citizens a decent standard of 
Using? Secood. to what 
eiteat Is It a penal society. - 
one that Inflicts harsh or 
Inhuman punishments and uses 
these forms of punishment on 
a large scale. Japaa for 
eismple. despite Its Idolisatlon 
by Thatcherlte Tories, has oo 
welfare system and currently 
Incarcerates 258.889 of Its 
population la mental 
Institutions against their will. 
You thought It was only Russia 
that did that. It is some 
Indication that the two factors 
are linked. The further the 
standards of living of the 
working class la a society are 
depressed, the greater the 
level of state violence required 
to maintain their submission to 
the status quo. At certain 
times of particular stress, the 
appearance of harmony and 
co-operation Is shattered even 
In those countries that cherish 
this form of Ideology. The 
mask of the ruling class slips 
and beneath, plain for all to 
see. Is the brutality and fury 
that underpins their pqwer. 
la the wake of the 
Strangeways riots. It cannot 
have escaped the notice of 
anyone In this country that 
beneath all the flowery talk of 
civilisation, decency and the 
'partnership' of the capitalist 
and the worker, the type of 


society that the Tories have of Doers. The reason for no 

built In this country over the action being takes la that 
peat decade cannot esist their brutality Is aaseetlaJ to 
without the form of terrorism the functioning of the system 
that consists la threatening as It is to nay system thst 
people with long periods of depends oa terror and 
locarceratloa In the stinking barbarity. These are not of 

oees pits that are politely course Isolated oonditloas. It 

termed places of reform. |« very hard to riot In a tail 

Britain now Imprisons a higher and the penalties ere 
p r oportloo of Its population terrifying, yet II prisons 
than Turkey. which li reported riots and disturbances 
acknowledged as a military in the wake of the Stangeways 
dictatorship governed through events. This follows the 
torture and terror. sequence of prison riots that 



Conditions In Britain's prisons 
are medieval. In 1181 
overcrowding was so bad that 
2.000 prisoners were held In 
poUce cells, breaking the 
government's own laws on the 
matter. Reading |aU currently 
reports 78\ overcrowding. The 
details of the "slopping out" 
process are wall known. 

The brutality Is also medieval. 
During the Strangeways riot 
warders were seen on TV 
threatening Inmates with 
beatings. If they do that on 
TV In front of the "liberal” 
governor, what do they do In 
the privacy of the tall? 
Figures from Brtiton give an 
Idea. Nine remand prisoners 
have died In Briston in the 
past year. The last le die. 
Germain Aleasader. waa found 
with a fractured spins and hie 
teeth ia the beck ef his 
throat. No proceedings have 
been taken against prison 


have taken place since 1818 at 

Northeye - such as that at 
Rlsley last year. It la 
tempting to thtnk that the 
present spirit of bate and 
disust for Tory policies 
together with the eismple of 
the peoples of Eastern Europe 
defying their state tallers has 
penetrated even the barbarity 
of the prison system. 

The Ideology behind this 
massive and brutal scale of 
Incarceration Is also medieval. 
Brendan O'Friel the 'liberal' 
Governor of Strangeways 
reported at the beginning of 
the seige that "We are dealing 
with something of a site and 
magnitude quite unequalled In 
our hlstory MM ^m eiplosion of 
evIL" That explained 

everything. The prtaooers 
were possessed by the Forces 
of Setae. He has recently 

gone further and claimed that 


the devil was la the Chapel 
when the riot started, sad 
revealed that he and his staff 
averted a "holocaust” on 
Friday 13th through a 
"spiritual outpouring". This 
amounts to an official 
announcement that one of the 
nastiest prisons In Europe Is in 
the charge of a raving lunatic. 
With O'Frell In touch with the 
devil and Manchester police 
chief James Anderton speaking 
to God. It Is only a matter of 
time before the city's water 
turns to wine and the lame 
are made to walk . It Is good 
to see top officials holding 
themselves up to public 
ridicule in this way. since It 
prompts reflection on the 
nature of the Inatltutioss they 
lead. la fact the prisoners 
have done what any rational 
society would have done fifty 
years ago. and demolished the 
dungeon In which they ware 
kept. 

Of course, the prison system Is 
merely a part of an overall 
systam of repression. With 
the steady increase in the 
exploitation of the working 
class In favour of the rich 
over the past 18 years the 
apparatus of state violence has 
had to be brutalised corr¬ 
espondingly. Ip the front line 
of state violence are the 
paramilitary riot police - what 
Marx tur ned "armed bodies of 
men* - without which the 
state could not exist in a 
society based on the conflict 
of contending classes. The 
most striking use of this form 
of state violence by the 
present government oocurred 
during the miners' strike. The 
government won the battle on 
that occasion due to the 
relative Isolation of the miners 
from the rest of the working 
class. The repressive 

machinery Is to be put to the 


test again la a new form of 
assault upon working class 
living standards In the shape 
of the Foil Tax. The 

government's chosen weapons 
here are the threat of 
Imprison meat and the bailiffs. 
Both ultimately depend of 
course upon the existence of a 
paramilitary police force 
without which the threats 
would hava no effect. It Is 
not expected that bailiffs will 
get very far In robbing 
pensioners of their goods In 
working class housing estates 
without a considerable 
stiffening of the local 
constabulary. This time 
however, they will face the 
unprecedented resistance of a 
united working class. It will 
be interesting to see whether 
the government chooses to tool 
up for a fight over the Issue 
or back down. If they choose 
to fight the Tories will not be 
relying on the gentle 
influences of culture and 
civilisation In collecting the 
Foil Tax. We will have a 
first-hand opportunity to 
experience the realities of 
state power In a country 
Increasingly divided Into rich 
and poor. 
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“TOMORROW ALL THINGS FAR AWAY” 


Recently a member of Red 
Action visited East Germany, 
His report appears below. 

Like many people I had 
followed the events In Eastern 
Europe with great Interest and 
I was looking forward to 

visiting East Germany In early 
April. I was keen to see 

whether the media had 
distorted what had happened 
and to see how workers had 
organised themselves. 

The specific purpose of visiting 
Rostock was to speak at an 
anti-fascist meeting In the 
city and I also hoped to meet 
with members of the 'New 
Forum' and the 'United Left' 
(which consists of 7 groups 

and Is generally regarded as 
the most left-wing organisation 
in Eastern Germany). 

I expected that the people 
would be poor and that there 
would be very little in the 

shops. In addition the articles 
I had read In the British left 
press, and especially the 
Socialist Worker, had given me 
the Impression that groups 
such as the United Left (UL) 
were going to fight against the 
large multi-national companies 
who are eyelng-up E. Germany 
(and ail of Eastern Europe) for 
the making of mega-proflts. 
Also, while I expected to tee 
some appearance of fascism, I 
.‘xpecled this to be quite 
small. All of these things 
turned out to he wrong and 
what follows is not exactly 
encouraging) 

ORWELL'S 1884 

As you enter E. Germany you 
can see dotens of sentry posts, 
loundt of barbed wire and 
now empty watchtowers. As 
wo drive my friend from W. 
Germany points to the burnt 
nut signs along the road. 
Ticse signs had once extolled 
tie virtu*** of equality. Ilherty 
and socialism but the 
watchtowers are a reminder of 
a country which employed 
thousands to watch over the 
workers and Veep socialism 
alive! 

The woman who we visited 
described herself as a Christian 


Socialist and talked of letters 
being opened, phones being 
tapped, homes being visited, 
relationships being broken and 
workers being put Into prison 
for the simplest of reasons. 
The feeling of state sur¬ 
veillance was In her words 
"all-embracing". It was 
George Orwell's 1884 and this 
Is why people wanted rid of 
'socialism*. 

It wasn't because people were 
poor; indeed the shops were 
full of food and peoples' 
clothes and accommodation 
was as good as here In Britain. 
Furthermore, with a guar¬ 
anteed job at least no-one was 
starving or homeless. People 
were lust sick of having their 
lives dictated and controlled 
by the hated security police 
(the Stasi) and the 'socialist 
state'. 

HOPE AMD EXPECTATIOM8 

The original demo In 1988 had 
brought forth great hopes and 
expectations that something 
better was on Its way. The 
original organisers of them 
have now dropped out of 
politics altogether and many 
have gone to W. Germany. 
My friend, aged 27. estimated 
that 90\ of her friends had 
gone west. 

As we walked off to the large 
offices of the UL and the New 
Forum l was therefore very 
uncertain about what I might 
find. My mate from W. Ger¬ 
many then told me about his 
attempts to set up a formal 
meeting with the UL Two 
weeks helore, he had visited 
them and asked all 7 org¬ 
anisations Involved If they 
would like to meet and discuss 
with a British Trade Unionist 
how workers In Britain 
organise aga'nst all host"* and 
the multi-nationals. All of 
them had said no! Great, 
what am I doing here? 

THE NEW PORUM 
The offices of the New Forum 
were big and after Introducing 
ourselves we began Informally 
chatting with 4 of the people 
ther«*. The oldest person 
nresent was now a local 


councillor. 

After about 5 minutes we 
were Interrupted and for the 
next 30 minutes there was 
excited chatter about how the 
New Forum could assist a 
student to open a shop selling 
Green products. The value of 
the Green Party was mentioned 


and the councillor promised to 
got him some workers from 
the "ranks of the newly 
unemployed". When this was 
translated to me 1 was stunned 
and quickly left. 

One thing which we did 
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LEFT TO THE ACTIVITIES AND POTENTIAL Of THE FAR 
RIGHT OVER THF. LAST DECADE HAS EVIDENTLY BORNF 
FRUIT: THE FASCISTS ARE NOW SETTING THE AGENDA 
IN BOTH FRANCE AND GERMANY 

HAVE THE LESSONS BEEN LEARNED OVER HERE? 

RE: 'NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK' ARTICLE. 


discover from visiting the New 
Forum was that strike action 
was planned for the following 
day In protest against the 
announcement by W. German 
Chancellor Kohl that when 
unity came about the East 
German workers could only 
expect 1 Deutschmark for 
every 2 Eastmarks. This 
directly contradicted his 
statements during the election 
period In E. Germany when he 
promised one for one. 

The strike action was planned 
by the largely discredited 
official state trade unions. 
The next day 30.000 strikers 
demonstrated outside the 
opening session of the E. 
German Parliament In Berlin. 
These extremely contradictory 
events must leave most 
workers very co nfused! 

RATIONALISM 

Into this confusion there 
emerges a very strong 
nationalist feeling. Rostock's 
walls were plastered with 
thousands of posters, all in the 
nationalist colours. The moat 
prominent were those saying 
J A! (yes!.... to unity). The 
lesign of the posters was 
uactly the same of those of a 
1930s fascist street poster. 
There were also thousands of 
posters of one of the smaller 
partias which offered the 
slogan:- 'Today the Nation - 
tomorrow all things far away'. 
My friend also told me that 
the D8U (Deutsche Sosial 
Union) whilst not officially 
declaring themselves to be 
fascist hava used fascists to 
steward thalr meetings and 
demonstrations. The DSU Is 
linked with the Bavarian based 
Christian Social Union which 
was led. until hts recent death, 
by ex-Nail Franx-Joaef Strauss. 

ANT1-FA3C1SN 

At the anti-fascist mseting 
about 35 young people turned 
up and after a short speech 
about anti-fascism In Britain 
we got round to discussing the 
current political developments 
in East Germany. We had a 
mock vote and only one person 
voted for unity. There was a 


feeling, however, that it was 
Inevitable and that for them, 
at least, the most Important 
struggle was going to be 
stopping the fervent nationalist 
feelings developing into 
fascism. Direct links were 

made with the group and Red 
Action through Anti-Fascist 
Action (AFA) will attempt to 
maintain this link by 

oxchanging Information and 
ideas. 

The brief visit to East 
Germany was depressing. East 
German workers are in for a 
big shock when unity cotes 
about. unemployment is 
predicted to rise to 3 million, 
food prices will rocket and 
cheap accommodation will be 
destroyed. Multi-nationals will 
make massive profits and 
already the W. German Gov¬ 
ernment has admitted that ex- 
members of the Stasi will be 
welcome In the 'new' police 
organisation. 

IGNORING RBAUTY 
I am also upset at what I have 
read in the British 'left' press. 
Articles about organisations 
such as the United Left and 
New Forum have been largely 
uncritical and yet we cannot, 
as socialists, hide the fact 
that these organisations are 
even to the right of Klnnockl 
Working class people in Britain 
are also vary wary about what 
a united Germany would mean 
and by Ignoring the activities 
of far-right groups and fascists 
In Bast Germany the 
newspapers of the British left 
ara not allowing workers to 
nee the truth about what Is 
happening. This Is almost as 
dangerous as the hysterical 

reporting of the bourgeois 

press. So please spare us the 
bullshit and give us some 
accurate reporting! 

Red Action la In a good 
position, through Its work in 
AFA. to begin a debate within 
the working class about the 

developments In Eastern 

Burope. In addition there Is 
to be held an anti-fascist 
conference In East Germany 
later this year. Red Action 
and AFA will be invited. 





•ikon, the IPLO have centred 
most of their aiiUtary activity 
•faint* loyalist*. fulflUtai 
■peculation that they aiay 
ilation that 

of 
rce' 


8rfiO?“Vu IT*h It 
was reported In the press 
that • member of • group 
called the Irish People's Lib¬ 
eration Organist ion had been 
killed by another republican 
group. Later In the week 
another IPLO Volunteer died, 
this time on active service 
and hi* coffin was given 
(according tothe Guardian 
on 23rd) a guard of honour 
by his comrades. 

Would It be possible for Red 
Action (Britain's best corr¬ 
espondent on Republican 
military matters In Ireland) 
to inform It's readers and 
myself about the IPLO and 
also provide more detail 
•bout the INLA who we don’t 
seem to here much about 
these days. 

Yours In Struggle 
G.Marjotta. 


Socialist Party) and militarily 
by the LN.UA. (Irish National 
Liberation Army) has slowly 
pting to re-eatab- 
without repeating 


to It's demise. The INLA 
carried out a limited 

_her of operations, mostly 

during 1989. Though the 

R.S.M. Is still committed 

to armed struggle It Is widely 
believed that restrict ions 
have been forced on INLA 
activity due to the limited 
availability of weapons at 
their disposal, and Is expected 
to remain that way until 
that problem Is resolved. 

The IPLO have produced 
to our knowledge, |uat one 
piece of literature since 
their emergence in 1987 
a magaitne/paper entitled 
'Socialist Republican', which 
never re-emerged after It's 
edition. Before the 



a 

on tne Nationalist 
ter by Loyalist 
paramilitaries. There has 
been recognition from sources 
as diverse as the Security 
forces to the Republican 
movement, that the IPLO 
have been recruiting both 
criminal elements and thorns 
who have been rejected by 


The 


future 
the 

It's formation, 
to be an 


of the 


IPLO. 
of 
certain 


(The 


INLA, 

•Feud* 



history of the 
the origins of the 
and the IPLO etc, is 
In two articles 'Down 
not out', and 'A 
Chance' whld 
Issues 36 and 38 of 
Action. Anybody who 
copies of the two articles 
can get them by sending a 
S.A.F. to the BM Box no.). 


in 

Red 


•tarlla debates between 
Militant and the SWF (which Is 
largely an artificial debata 
anyway). The question of 
building in local commuaitiaa 
amongst the organised 
working clast are not mutually 
axclualva quoatlons and should 
be teken up as part of a two 
pronged attack on the Tories' 
Foil Tax. 

'lefuse and Ussiat' would 
waicome commant, letters and 
articles on the entl-poll tax 
struggle from memters end 
supporters of 8ed Action. Our 
nest Issue will contain ■ 
strong defence of tl 
arrested and Involved In the 
rioting which followed the 
London demonstration on March 
Slat. If you hava any 
comments on tnese events 
please forward them to 888 at 
the above address ASAF. 

Yours comradely 
Stevie Lees (for 888) 

All artlclesjetters and 
donations to: 

Refuse and Resist, 
c/o Murrey, 

31 Leven St., 

^Gjaagv^jJIJJD^^ 

CONTROLLING THE 
STREETS 


Since the devastating 'feutf 
with the IPLO In 1967 which 
left 13 people dead and 20 
seriously Injured, the Repub- 


polltically 

Republican 


feud*, while part of the 
R.S.M., the individuals who 
later went on to form the 


by the IRSP 


IPLO, 

the moat corrupt and react¬ 
ionary elements within that 
movement. Since Its form- 


REFUSE AND 

RESIST 

Dear Comrades 

Flease find enclosed copies of 
'Refuse and Resist 1 as ex¬ 
amples of what la be 
produced against the Foil Tax 
hi Scotland; independent of the 
established 'left' groups In the 
Anti-Foil Tax Federation. 

1 read with interest your front 
page article on the Foil Tax 
and would entirely agree with 
the sentiments expressed 
within It. 

The main block to building 
genuine community-based antl- 
potl tax organisations has boon 
the cold hand of the Militant 
lad. and bureaucratically con¬ 
trolled, federations. We be¬ 
lieve In working within this 
body to make It truly reflect 
the feelings of the Foil Tax 
refusnlka. and not Just the 


Red Action 

The attack by the Follce on 
the demonstrators at Trafalgar 
Square showed the need, once 
again, for all those 
describe themselves 
socialists and/or Trade 
Unlonlats to begin to dlscusa 
street tactics. This 
especially urgent as the stata 
proposes to step up Its attacks 
against workers who can't or 
t't pay the Foil Tax. The 
bailiffs who are sent to steal 
our hard-oarnad goods l 
going to be backed up by 
police force ready and willing 
to fully Implement their own 
form of state punishment. 

It Is vital that resistance 
them Is carefully planned 
Our experience as militant 
•ntl-fasclsta has shown how 
the British left has, for the 
last 10 years, exclusively 
concerned Itself with peaceful 
and legal protest. Militant 
condemnation of demonstrators 
who fought against the police 
Is simply the othet side of the 
the coin to the SWF's app- 


to fascists; which Is to | 
walk away and leave others to 
with them! 

Thus in the next faw months 
It vital that this is ended 
l that all thoee Involved In 
their Anti-Foil Tex Unions 
to discuss effective 
street organisation and tactics. 
This will form a vital part of 
campalga over the nest 
few moaths as the state steps 
Its attacks against our 
eommunltles. 

M.M. L.London Red Action 


FAR LEFT 


student haw 


Deer Comrades 
Thank y mi for your Utter and 
the publications encloa 
was quite Interested In reading 
the pamphlet 'We are Red 
Action' and I found that many 
criticisms of the SWF/8AC 
attitude towards anti-fascism 
are also my own. The German 
SAG policy totally tails behind 
the 'out of the movement* 
line of the SWF. oppoelng all 
kinds of anti-fascist 
moblUation. While the basis 
of SAG Is predominantly work¬ 
ing class, the leadership Is 
exclusively intellectual middle* 
This leadership consists 
without exception of 
Germans, whereat nearly 4Q\ 
of the membership i 
Immigrants. 

After reading your material 
have two particular questions: 

1. - as let as I know Bed 
Action supported various 
•ttenpts at reorganisation 
amongst former SWF opp¬ 
ositionists. I refer to 
meeting in 1986 cslled 'Stnte 
Capitalist Forum' where Red 
Action attended together with 
the 8DC and other groups and 
an article In 'Republican 
Worker' cited In 'The Far Left 
In British Politics'. What 
your attitude to these re¬ 
organisation cimpalgns and 
towards other 'split-offs' from 
the SWF (for example, RDG 
Republican Faction etc7 
I need more time to develop 
more comprehensive reply 
your theses published In the 
recent Issues of your paper 
(for example, the Lenin 
discussion), so plesse try 
answer my questions and II 
promise to keep In contact 1 
with you 
Yours fraternally 
Matthias B Lavec W.German* 


SWP have Initiated 
nothing in a decade and are 
unlikely to do so. The down- 
t henry was hatched 
to explain their own Impot¬ 
ence and was entirely a 

reflection of the new 

imongst its 
rather than 

_ w attitude of 

working class towards 
left. Were it now to 

or adopt a revotu- 
strategy In relation 
to Ireland, for matanre, 
they would be obliged to 
Implement It. More signifi¬ 
cantly, a "turn to the class" 
In '89. and the commitment 
of a membership 
sr the last decade 
on the course of least r'll st¬ 
and the soil option, 
have the effect of 
ing a haemorrage in 
membership that would reduce 
in a relatively short time 
to near Its pee-1968 figure*. 

|The one and only attempt 
"spin offs" 
|led to the Socialist Federation 
without trace 
18. Whatever 

f hr value of the eierctar 
hen there Is no point in 
now.The RDG ha* coll- 
Red Action are 
|the least likely on the left 
pick up this particular 
baton. 


HYPOCRITES 

Dear Comrades 

How can Red Action 
realistically and effectively 
expand and consolidate their 
links with the black working 
class? British society has 
(ailed black people In every 
conceivable way. The worst, 
most unlorgiveable hypocrisies 
have come from the left. 

The sincere, practical workinR- 
class politics of Red Action 
means the potential is there to 
cut through understandable 
hostility and suspicion to reach 
[black comrades. Success 
depends on how well It is 
understood that for the 
reation of a peaceful aociallst 
society, Race must never be 
[seen as ol secondary 
[importance to Class 
otherwise comples racist 
dynamic* take over, and, yet 
In, black people will be 
[betrayed. Yours y rtl „.ftu»lly 
C. A., Islington. 


WE RESERVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN... STU PID! 

-*—...llsmantarv 



The Hatfield Anti-Foil Tex 
Union, In which a number of 
Red Action supporters are 
Involved, stood an Anti-Foil 
Tax Union candidate In the 
local elections in May. A 
number of options were 
proposed and discussed at a 
members' meeting, the most 
popular proving to be the 
itending of a single candidate 
in a Tory marginal. Most 
people were sensitive to the 
prospect of dsmsglng Labour's 
precarious hold on the district 
Council which it currently 
controls by a majority ol one. 

Other people felt that the 
Labour party's position on the 
Foil Tax is a disgrace since 
thay not only propose to do 

the Tories' dirty work lor | Natlona i organisation, the All- 


1 


them in collecting the tes. but 
•iso to Impose Itgel ponsltlos 
upon those who cannot or will 
not pay. Everyone (the 
decision *«• literally 
unamlnous) felt that eomo 
form of protest needed to be 
made through the ballot box 
and so a single candidate was 
the selected option. We 
scored a highly respectable 400 
votes, beatlnn the Liberal 
Democrats who Increased their 
own vote Into fourth place. It 
Is certainly the case thet had 
the membership chosen to 
stand e candidate in a more 
promising (Le. Labour held) 
ward, we would have gained 
two or even three times as 
many votes, and at least, have 
beaten the Tory candidate. 

It Is believed that the Hetfleld 
AFTU was the only Union In 
the country (end In Scotland) 
to stand In the elections. The 
reason is not far to seek. The 


'British Federation. 

dominated by the MW*®"* 
Tendency. Militant dci dest. ve 
serious ciedlt for undertaking 
the organisation of a national 
anti-poll tax movement when 
no-one else, notably the SWF, 
did. However their fatuous 
conception of revolutionary 
action, le entry Into the 
Labour P«r»» and 

transformation of the country 
through the votes of 

parliamentary representatives, 
leads them to protect at ell 
times a Labour party which 
not only, «• thdy admit. Is 
busy In eliminating all traces 
of socialism from Its 

programme (let alone Its 
legislation), but which expends 
huge resources In the effort to 
eliminate Militant itself. They 
are like the men In the Joke 
who mends the fault In the 
guillotine by which he is to be 
executed. Militant memters 


the County Federation 
Committee succeeded In 
passing a resolution not 
condemning, but 'rejuilef to 
endorse' the Hatfield AFTU s 
move. It is Action's 

belle! that Militant's position, 
and anyone who supports them, 
Is profoundly unmarxlst. Mars 
wee Insistent, particularly after 
the esperloace of the 
revolutionary Fsrta Commune le 

1871. thet the werkNl clam 
take over" the 
of goveremeat It 
eslstlag within 

_ __ There were 

two "fundamental reasons for 
this argument. The first Is 
that a parliamentary system is 
a purely legislative body, thet 
Is, It makes laws but does 
nothing to put them Into 
practice. Ferllamoots telk. but 
they do not work. This re¬ 
quires that there is a huge 
Inert end reactionary structure 
within the state (the Civil 


Service) which actually does 
put parliamentary resolutions 
Into practice, end which 
consequently has onormous. and 
quite u.iocmocrectlc powers. 
The second reason consists In 
the feet that MFs (end their 
equivalents In other systems) 
are a privileged body separated 
by their function and salaries 
from the people they supp¬ 
osedly represent. They at® 
therefore not delegat®® acting 
on the instruction* of the class 
that elected them as members 
of that class. hut 
representatives who can act as 
they please although they are 
tupposed to encapsulate the 
political will ol 60.000 or so 
people lor the five years 
between elections. As Marx 
said, they are elected to 

_j| the people. 

The Hatfield AFTU decided, 
through its membera. to oblige 
the candidate to act as a 
delegat a and to be bound to 
act. In all matters, according 
to the will of the union 
membera as expressed by votes 
at union meetings. I cannot 
think ol • single Instance in 
which this procedure hasi been 
adopted within the British 
electoral system. It was not 
perhaps a giant step that 
would rock Westminster to Its 
foundations. But It U 

certainly far more principled 
and democratic than the sad 
attempt! of Militant to turn 
lead Into gold by making the 
Labour party a vehicle of 
socialist revolution. We know 
where such sttempts have lead 
In the past and where they 
will always lead In thn future 
- to the betrayal of working 
people. 


SUPPORT 
RED ACTION 

- is 

Red Adloa K an organisation fouedrd by working da*» 
people lo work for ate* furthering of lb« cause of 
•socialism. Membership I* opea lo all who accept oar 
political prlncples and pay a weekly subscription. Every 
member has an equal vole on all Red Adloa policy aad 
desrisloas. 

II you support our aims bat do aoi wish lo become a 
member, yon rsa become ■ supporting member This does 
nol entitle you to sole, tel you will receive. 

1. A free subscription lo Ibe newspaper 

2. A regular laleraal new Metier ibsi will keep you 
Informed of what Is gotag on la the orgaaksallon. 

3. Noiifknlion of aay Red Adloa sdlvltle* la your area. 

Tbc cost for ibis Is (28 for oae year 

Subscriptions to Ibe paper are Mill available separately 
The cost Is (3 pouads for lea Issues. Plesse remember ihi 
producing a paper Is a very uneconomic business and we 
are always very grateful for aay donations. aad espedally 
grateful lo anyone who caa take exlrs copies lo sell. 

AM cheques and postal orders should be made payable 

BM BOX 37- LONDON 
•WC1N 3XX- 

RED ACTION ON MERSEYSIDE 

If inloraatod In finding out mor*/ gutting active 
In tte North Woat or on Moraoytida. Tter* it a grouping 
of memters and supporting members on Moraeyaidd wbo can 
te contacted by writing to: 

P.O. BOX 10 
SOUTHPORT 
PR8 8BH 









theory. Rusalena and Polos I Hquldatlo. of the state aad 
■hould unite with their follow bourgeois socloty by starchy. 



Slavs. Croats. Sorbs ate to 
form a single nation. Latar ha 
was to lay out his plan for so 
anarchist 'sacral dictatorship* 
centralised la the hands of ooa 


•end la order to save the 
revotetio a aad lead lt^ to^a 

vary midst of aaarohy there la 
a aaod of the action of a 


ANARCHISM 

&THE 

INVISIBLE 

LEGIONS 


CHRUflllfVU IN va—.w -- - - - - 1 -- ~ a _ 

all-powerful dictator »• coUactivt dictatorship of aU 
considerable detail. But most revolutionists who are not 

of what we know about the Invented with aoy official 

stain he had reached In IMS power whatever aad MO all 

comes from one of the moat the more affective . Bakunin 

Interesting documents he was the enemy of all official 

penned. dictatorships - ho wanted an 

This Is the Iona 'Confession* unofficial one. Ho aiplalned 

written at the Caar'a beheat In that the partisans of open 
the Peter and Paul fortress In dictatorship will want to 
1651. When the lest waa first reconstitute the stotn. but we 
published In till, attention having crested anarchy as 
was flsed on a secondary invisible pUots omldat the mUi.ke was to Ignore I *hort cuts, 

sspect: the tone of belly- proletarian tempest, et meet Intuitive msisht instead I Bskunlnlst rhetoric about 

crawling that permeated the 11 ■"***“ flouring the admi’.slon of abstention from politics etc 

production of our hero. Of Bet by JSSTa! Bakunin's organisation .nto the «>und. sstremely “ 

course the cringing tone wns of the alliance MMen. *n .... h lt pleaded I noted and is so simple 
assumed, but It to well (nlllnnce for mwlol democracy) who* it prwrajw.. ^ |f c „ b „ learned by 

established that the Idea ’“SHU,*’ Itructure (or 'state within a heart In 5 mmutea". All in 

content of the 'Confession' of *flO£ *tttcwt Al „ bav# *«„ I all this was a theory of a 

was by and large • reliable wftboo t offic ial right*. and eB h#<1 worked 0||| , l revolutionary class that was 

statement of views and as the stroogns la t hat It will . hlch permitted him \ ln<1#ed destined to go far a 

accurate an account of events have none of the appoaraacea ^ thunder iflltnit dictatorship V«H century Inter with the 



l lcuiuho i —■ -rr= 

----- ~ -a - sB Sarr.-rfa ™»i =r.*: • — 2 

S^^sSSFJSi s2.HZ-* raarjjrs rr> x . _» ZT”rr:r_..., 

MMM srs « =gf(€1 if “sn! “=■ =f si llipj 

elections. Against all itstosl referred to a orMnlMMl b y 3 secret societies .yourself In a successful y ^ >u#f#d i|m of tbe 

A belief in spontaneity against government. JJlOtMljl lj owf) Mch other, esch revolution Bakunin Invited. ° f I! denounced Man lets to establish a 

organised leadership! "Whst wo|mIm«. that " V with . 'strict helrarch, nod 'int (•ngloo to the midst o JJ* slender A J hB * nou .^dictatorship of the Intelligensin 
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the medl. might say about working class. ,nd "* 

anarchists and what anarchists establishment of • 
might say about themselves, state In the Immediate p«t 
It might surprise a lot of revolutionary period. For 
people, other than the average them the term was only ever 
Sun reader, to learn that used la reference to. or ns • 

anarchism Is In fact a worked description of the vortsn 
out political philosophy distinct state Itself. 0na % * 
and separate from. Indeed synonym for the other. For 
hostile to. Marslsm end Hers and Engels It was the 

revolutionary socialism. And a same thing, 
good thing too many might This time In Bt,8l "Pj lD « ■ 

chorus, after the collapse of historical analysis of the roots 
the 'Menlst Dictatorships' In of snarchlsm we are again 


m 


CLASS WAR. THE 
•ACCEPTABLE - FACE Of 




^narcHTsi 
to hijack 
tax prate 


tne -Marxist uwwwiwwi ...... - 

eastern Europe. I forced to turn to tha queatlon 

eastern ru t i democracy versus 

J M»c tstorshlp. For central to 
irVllftr 1 CrUo wall the philosophy of Michael 
( fl Bskuiln. 'the lether of 

k n U ■10/117' Henarchlsm' wa* the need lor 
IU ill dth Cl some form of dictatorship. 

* 1 ivr the anarchists' stated 

k q v about freedom of the 

jLc&A Lll XJ tC ->9 11 individual etc he was violently 

- -- opposed to any party or Indeed 

Since the Foil T.i TloU'. clnw d‘cUtorship. Instead he 
anarchists have taken most of advanced the • 
the blame, or Indeed have dlct#t * f, JJP w ‘‘* *^1 U 

been given most of the crodlt. - an Invtalble fetotoiiWpl 
for turning peaceful demon- What many p«°pl«. pr «*um«bly 
atratlons. according to the anarchists among 
media, into orgies of violence, understand, la that BMfeMjm 
The resulting notoriety has denounces most weniiy 
given anarchist Wees end democrntlc forms of decision 
theories s new lease of Ufa. making as • uthor,,>r ‘*J a “J 
One paper described 'Clew evil: for the will of the 
War* as being so extreme that Indlvldualmu.tnotbowbefor 
they didn't even hive leaders!? any outside WMt 6o 

Anarchist, glory In that kind you do ttai 
of eitremlsm. They like to an organised toclety where 
sec thnmielvns as being pure Individuals have to live I 
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THE 

BEST 

CUT 

OF 

AU 


Utln' who waa Bakunin', chief bis lumpen clew. PMmbU. 
opponent In Geneve, of being barbarian, and JrJti» d »; « 
Mars', agent and of holding »ot the canon fodder that was 
dangerous ambitions "both to lead the troops. While the 
personal and reclel". cle.rly revolutionary messes were to 
Implying • Jewish conspiracy. warned of the bureaucratic 
(Interestingly Proudhon, pre- J«ger. of org.nta.tlon end 
emptlng the Nails end another kept free from such sins, the 
opponent of Mart, even celled »•«»•'. «•'« *« be organised 
for a total eitermlnatlon of »" *ocret societies of relatively 
the Jews as a race). small m emb ership. 

THE BEVOlirnuONABY CLASS "»••• »detle. I wrote 
Another of Bakunin’s Bakunin) were to bo limited to 
theoretical peculiarities that emeU eembers of poreoaa. bet 
emerged wes the role he *oeW leclede ee far *■ 
•lloted to the working class, poertble ell mea of tetoet. 
Bakunin was one of the first 

figures to argue that the lefleeooo. who white obeying a 
vanguard of the revolution oaotral authority (that h 
would not be found In the Bekeela himself ae a secret 
working class, but would rely ebtef) would la tera exert a 
instead on the socially *Mt of levlatete away over the 
declassed. whom Mar* 

described as the 'lumpen At the same time as Bakunin 
proletariat' ("the moat looked to the dictatorship of 
dangerous class" - dangerous M» declassed Intellectuals, he 
to the revolution thst is). ■»*> professed though 
those who economically have theoretician himself, to be 
lost their role in society and fiercely entl-lotellectual. 
lead only a marginal existence. As early as 1847 when Marx 
In Bakunin'* Ideology the Rl*l"B lecture, to German 
proletariat In the merxlst »orkers clubs in Brussels, 
sense, that la wage earners Bakunin wrote that "Marx waa 
who work more or lesa stably. ru ( n |og the workers by making 
and worse still get paid more theorists of them'. These 
or less regularly. are were two aides of the same 
'bourgeois'. As Bakunin coin. If the troops were not 
explainod In ■ letter to a to be contaminated by being 
supporter why Italy and Spain exposed to confusing Ideas. If 
•re the most revolutionary they were to remain 
countries, 'thorn exists la Italy sufficiently fierce In a single 


Oi extremum. • t ,, . n ^ wbihiwi 

... themselves a. being pure Individual. Java to ltae in M comerae ptee. The small what la lacking la other minded fashion to hack the old 

in mind and spirit and their concert? Ararchton, *mm »J «jj* ^ aabMv . b , anybody m coe.trtea: a youth which la society to piece. In accordance 

history as being untelnted by " r . nd aM f orm « nt Bekunln'i ne» twist on M ch have oe officially erdaoL eaergetlc. completely with the alma of B, kunln. they 

e..he, compromta. or deceit. bOth *-P®«.m and i | ^ ••• dictatorship, the rncogntaed power bet they era dtapleced without . career must at .1 coat, not be over- 

Thev oour scorn on the of democracy As Author ' lea d« rl hin of strooe la their MeeL suoeg withoot a way oeL whleh educated to the poiot where 

theories. structures end U,r,an ' *" d gf0P JJ t Or o0 o« ta Invisible dictators, here only also la their clearly recogaleed daepite Ita boergeota ortglea ta they mi * hx the 

activities of most of the alternetlve. But none ta WNM ™ |R emb ^ iB0 ^ a mane of not ensrally aad lat.ltecte.Uy General Staff, those "unseen 

revolutionary left, but then found. iMtmoro end more teU k Jonfes.lon slZlte wlthoet eibsusted Uke tee boenteota pilot." who were directing the 

■h.t makes up the far left In «bout freodom. The roai iaci * D re-enerchtat oerooee or plea." yoete ta ether coeatrtae." lumpen army In order to 

Britain make, an easy, not to ^'^^ th^ Thn period mean, little, since hi. fTteta wet dre.m ol invisible Alone with the pemMty who remould ^ world closer to 

My Inviting, terget. As hss always POW ttte. ^ bu ! aerllor conversion was largely power he was not talking represented 'barbarism and a thetahesrt • desire. * 

regular readers of Bed Action “‘ at * rhetoric or • «n ideologlcel superstructure merely of the anarchists' own contribution from the emigrant tesotet toeery . wrote B« unl n, 

might have noticed we have, meaningless rhetoric, or hU , 0M bB , d t tnvUtb i e orgenlsetions' but of Russian aristocracy, they go to •kaows only a alette science - 

to put It mildly, made a few r “° rt * , f >#clal forn J l ot . an conception of revolution. In a monopoly of organisation, for make up a merglnal claas deetrectloa • 

orltlcl) ms ourselves. which elite dictatorship. In other fB#| h|| , #tef a dop t ion of en the function of anarchy wes to which Bakunlo believes can Dictatorial domlnetlon for the 

echo In sentiment it least words *b«re will always aBa rchlst Ideology gave his destroy everybody etae's make the revolution. That 1s. intelligentsia; entl-lntell- 

•ome of the femller 'leaders' - the real queslfcn Is th#ory ad dni 0 nsl roots. organisation, which was by these are the class elements ectueltsm for the mejM.; this 

accusations regulsrly made whether they will be |b lg7# wben Bakunin wee definition 'authoritarian'. which Bakunin believes can be was the outlook written down 

against them, by those who sccounteble or not. It was |fl together his 'rule or As mentioned before. Marx end 'ridden' by a conspiratorial end spelled out by the 

march under the black flag. Bakunin who Inaugurated l#l dr|t# within the everybody else In the vanguard In order to seise UibertarlaM whose Invented 

As a result It ta not snarchlsm as e movement on i nternat t ona i working Mens' international's leadership were power. Utilisation of this Smears against Mars inspire 
uncommon to sen Red Action the basis of the second A|ioc|itton , ha produced 2 unaware of the document, restless and fierce (that ta political movements like Class 

labelled and dismissed es solution. documents where he set forth described above and many unstable and vicious) section War to this dsy, which ta 

either 'romantic anarchists’, or Indeed, of all advocates of >|m of dictatorship, both others of similar Import, of #the population was not where we esme In. 

alternatively. 'aearcho- dlctetorahlp on the left, which whJch w#re unklM)W n to There were plentiful suspicions confined to adventurers like In his excellent autobiography, 

syndicalists'. Romantic we Mer* always vehemently M#rJt Tbe f | rit the only based on experience. In 18B9 Bakunin, though It wes not "Memoirs of a Bevolutlonery 
may be. enerchlsts we ere not. opposed, one of the moet ^n c document In which he as Bakunin's 'bore from always eknowleged or Victor Serge described the 
Our flag staya red. It ta the virulent ceaes we. Michael J”, |ed b|mM|f ca „d W |y. It within' operation got theorised. For this class ta representative, o *JJ«eat 
conclusions reached by Mars Bakunin. To be sure, the ^ H|( t0 Albflrt |lcbard of UBderwa , # Mari remarked In a available In times of recession political currents that flocked 

and Engels we use as a guide libertarian myth of Bakunin • tt#B a friend end letter to Engeli: 'The BeMlea and ta volatile. These two to Buesls In 1919 for the 

to action rather then Bakunin 'yearning' for freedom, atlll d [ ,. |e „ a message or crMeatty we««* »• become especially attractive features Comintern's Second Congress, 

and Proudhon, for very good marches across acres of paper. dictator of the European are tempting to ambitious For most of the M««tat toft 

reasons ss you will see. but for the purpose of analysis ^ a "‘ (a, *° *° ba raad ®J* at * WO rktog class ■oveme.L He leaders who have neither hope now •botahevised'. «be*ords 

In the last 3 issues of tha we must confine ourselves to mass meeting In Ueu of Better have a cere alee he nor desire to move real social dlctetorahlp of tbo proletariat 

paper, under the title. 'The the facts. In 1948 Bakunin Bakunin a coming to speak In ^ o(fleiBUj ne omm- forces Into motion through a (uectloeed as a magical 

Dictatorship of the Proletariat' was a revolutionary Pan-Slavtat person. The meiMge called on . protracted process without explanation for them, wtteoot 

It was alleged that Leeie end agitator. According to hit «he audience to proclaim the ■““ wa 





it mr occurring Id An to 
aafc whore Uiis dictator of the 
proletariat vas.whst It 
tboeglt. fait aad dld—The 


lot their critical spirit aad 


Me. Bat aa 


of political 


the problem of 



■near s taediag of what wae 
•atefw. They were otoollaot 

but «• another 
commented, "their theory waa 
for t wolf a year old*". 

Almoot erectly the aame 
dlflaiom eiiat snong the left 
la Britain today, the smug 
complacency of the bolahevlaed 
loft, the naleety of the centre 
aad the incomprehension of the 
anarchiau. It la at if for 
thorn time has stood stll. as if 
the development of history had 
base held back, delayed or 
postponed. Now suddenly the 
entire world la turning upside 
down, and yet among the self- 
proclaimed vanguard of the 
working class only confusion 
roigoa. Trotskvites are 
triumphant 'believing* that this 
finally la Trotsky's prophecy of 
a workers' revolution to 
overthrow Stalinism made 
flesh. A case of wishful 
thinking that sidesteps reality. 
The Communist party is rent 
by division, some proclaiming 
Gorbachev as their messlah, 
while the remaining Stalinist 
rump mutter darkly about the 
counter-revolution la Eastern 
Europe! 

There Is one thing that la 
crystal clear. The cloistered 
academic left In Britain and 


marginalised for decades, 
content for the moat pert to 
occupy the position of 
cheerlenders. dispensing advice 
and abuse to those centre 
stage, are finally going to be 


themselves. As we in Red 
Action always suspected, when 
push comes to shove, no other 
movement could be so 
singularly Ill-equipped for the 
role of leadership they had 
slloted to themselves. 

In France it Is the far-right of 
the National Front rather than 
the far left who claim the 
right to march on may 1st - 
workers' day. The left In 
Germany has been stampeded 
In the rush for re-unificatlon. 
with the far-right again 
setting the agenda. 

On the domestic scene thngs 
are even worse. After and 
during the Poll Tea riot In 
Trafalgar Square. the 
instinctive reaction of the 2 
biggest organisations, both the 
Socialist Workers Party and 
Militant, showed not only that 
they were Incapable of off¬ 
ering any leadership, they did 
not even know which side they 
were meant to be on. While 
Militant condemned the 
violence and offered to name 
names, a spokesperson for the 
SWP denied their Involvement 
and appeared at the point of 
apologising for any offence 
caused. 

If It wasn't completely obvious 
before then it surely cannot be 
denied now. Something hat 
gone badly wrong. 

Still the sttttude of the entire 


til 

THF. SEX PISTOLS. THE 
"ACCEPTABLE" FACE Of 
ANARCHISM IN THE Ws. 


left from the anarchists to the 
ptallniits appears to be. why 
fix something that Isn't 
broken. They are happy with 
and protective of their Icons. 
Only Red Action it teems is 
orepared to announce that "the 
Emperor has no clothes” 

On the one hand a group like 
Clans War tbrowi in a few 

fucks to disguise their real 

ilettantlsm and lack of any 
nalysls. At the oppoalte end 
f the market, a group called 
'The Lenlnlat' react In typical 
fashion st the suggestion that 

their idol Leoln might not 

fter all have been infallible: 
thons greet ooe tri be ton to 
the rick tapestry of Men 1st 
thought. Bad Actios, have 


meat ms » 

Red Action tent (he following 
messages of solidarity to 
'Radio Venceremo*' the 
F.M.L.N'* own radio station, 
and to the Republican 
Socialist Movemm on their 
commemoration of the 1916 
Easter Rising. 

Accenting to the U.S.A. and 
It's allies in the imperialist 
West, the recent crumbling 
of the totalitarian regimes 
of the 'eastern bloc' has 
heralded a triumph over the 
ideology of socialism, and 
has signalled it's effective 
end. 

However, this theory has 
been consistently rubbished 
by the struggle* of the op- 
presard peoples worldwide, 
from El Salvador to South 
Africa, from Palestine to 
Ireland, who have carried 
on the liberation struggle 
against massive odds, and 
for whom socialism repre s ents 
the only vision that can de¬ 
liver them from the oppress¬ 
ion and poverty that exists 
today. 

Whilst the West, and partic¬ 
ularly the U.&A., point to 
their massive wealth as proof 
| of the success of capitalism; 
the people of the third world, 
upon whose backs their wealth 
is made, continue to lay 
down their lives as proof 
of the rejection of their 
political, military and eco- 
| nomte slavery under ILS. 


George Bush, and his various 
stooges around the world 
such as Margaret Thatcher, 
have made much of the 
Invasion of Panama, as a 
demonstration of their will 


'democracy' throughout the 
America's. Apart from their 
violation of Panama's sover¬ 
eignty and the breaking of 
International Law, the U.&A. 
has, shove all, displayed 
enormous hypocrisy when 
It Is taken into sccouni It's 
history of 'propping up' 
numerous right-wing dictator¬ 
ships throughout central and 
southern America and the 
endorsement and active sup¬ 
port it gives to these regimes 
and their policies of mass 
murder and intimidation of 
all organised political opposit¬ 
ion and acceptance of their 
exclusion from the rigged 
elections. 


courage and determination 
of the F.M.LN. freedom 
fighters and the enormous 
success of their recent offen¬ 
sives aghainst the government 
and hopes that for the sake 
of the Salvadorean people 
that eventual victory is not 
too far away from the distant 
future. 

To organisations such as 
ours, who have yet to reach 
within a million miles of 
your own level of struggle 
in both taking on the estab¬ 
lishment and winning the 
heart and minds of the people 
you remain an everpresent 
source of Inspiration towards 
the successful conclusion 
of our own objectives and 
a proud example to the revol 
utionary movement worldwide. 

VICTORY TO THE F.M.I-N. 
VICTORY TO THE SALVAD¬ 
OR FAN PEOLE. 



It seems that a certain lead « '•" wing politics. At this 
singer of that infamous folk «* *«n in question 

band, the Angelic Upstarts ‘hallmged the tutor saying 
has been having quite an th *< i»«re * ■ group far 
affect on those around him ■ or ® left-wing than the 
since he started rubbing ca#* Action, 

shoulders with the loony- T** *«•*«» claimed that he 
left. had never heard of Red 

A com padre of our good Action but our man was 

Friend, a miner In the North- and Hi the end was 

East, has been attending Mhed to oocne before the 
mghtschool, studying politics. explain who wr 

During one of Hie lessons ere, and in so doing pro¬ 
file tutor began talking of ceeded to recount a large 
the National From and put 04 locking anecdotes. 

It up on the board announcing ■**» «‘reme than 

that they represented the the others. The end result 
most extreme of right-wing was that by the time our 
politics. Then he put the had ‘Be 

Socialist Workers Party up *■«■» had been 

on the other side of the removed from the board 
hoard stating that they rap- and the words 'Red Action' 
resent the most extreme written In their place. 


Its not often that Red Actioa 


at the theatre, however with 
Christian Action, Reattach 
and Education (CARE) holding 
an anti-abortion rally at 
the Albert Hall one of our 
finest detachments were instr 
ucted to support the pro- 



Glveti the renewed controv¬ 
ersy over the "right to silence 
surrounding the Winchester 
three end the flt-up of 
Winston Silcott by the police, 
Red Action is proud to 
present dramatic evidence 
of the value of our own 
counter-interrogation tech¬ 
niques. The Interview In 
question which was tope 
recorded happened Inst year 
after a five a side game 
of "get your retaliation In 
first" between members of 
neo-nail Blood and Honour 
and Red Action supporters. 
Apparent ley the bones were i 
pretty cut-up about the result 
so our hero was Invited by 


private security firm at 
bay. Naturally we handled 
this gad-eent opportunity 
for protest with the Wgnity 
we fell that the occnsslan 
warranted. After all this 
was nothing if not a family 
occanalon, opening with "who 
the fucking hell are you" 
the all male choir ran through 
many of the old favourites 


of "We era the Reds”. 

To his credit Sir Bernard 
Brainc rose to the challenge 
splendidly. He pointed a 


hed "They are evil people 
amongst us ", I never doubted 
it for t second Berate. 
Incidentally, Just hi rase 


lion with Sir Bernard, who 
according to the tabloids 
ending up later in the 
evening In s west-end gutter 
clutching his privates No 
It didnt actually. 


the local plod to help with 
their enquiries. From the 
thrilling opening moment), 

the tension never flags as 
every probing question of 
the Interrogator is brilliant') 
parried by the dogged heron 
illy, monotonous repitition 

from the defendant "I wish 
to remain silent". Highly 
reccom ended for beginners 

and an absolute must for 

any serious poll tax rioter. 

The title "Whatever you say. 
say nothing” Available on 
album, cassette or C.D. 
Forty five minutes <»r edited 
highlights, cost £9.99 from 
‘Shut up yer face productions 



di 



Inotagy can be very 
i*s terrorist being m 


Important In this struggle 
other's freedom fighter, a 


One Balfastman recently told how his mother, while defend 
leg his actions had said: "One things for sure, my sons 
not a criminal. Ha's a terrorist, and proud of It". 

Taken from The Red Spider', a column in the quarterly 
magazine The Captive Voice' entirely written and illustrated 
by the Republican P.aw.’s The Captive Voice* Includes 
• large range of articles, poems, short stories, cartoons, 
prison news, and of course, The Rec Spider'. Available from 
the P.O.W. Department. 51/55 Fel»s Road, Belfast at £4.00 
(Britain - £3.50 Ireland) for four issues. 























































































































BEFORE THE ROOF 
FALLSIN 


thl* tu relief In next months 
bud|et. By prolonging tax 



“ ** liberal truth. Com 

Im U dead._ 

the working claoa 


while Capitalism 


HOMELESSNESS 
ta Britain they me forever 


It 


It hex m many are __ 

oet, the freedom to sleep 
under bridges. The Image 
of a home and ritare owning 
democracy everyone a capital 
ixt. wan the vision of the 
future touted by rtghtwlre 
Meologiau. After the That 

people of all 
mrnurwMH CO 



with their estate _.. 

They took out expensive 


the expected rise 
In the value of house or 


to buy, at knockdown bargain 
In 


few cared. Greed waa good 
■nd the svatem huixt «■> 


the warm glow of people 
earn *ng money for nothli*. 
Is It true a* they sav that 
you cannot con 

man? 

Naturally there wet,_ 

tie* millions of unemployed 


In any can there 


all at the mercy of market 
forcea Waa It not a refresh¬ 
ing challenge, the oldest 
la the world, the battle for 
the survival of the fittest. 
Capitalism was truly In tune 


Today at the begimii* of 
a new decade It is belt* re¬ 
luctantly acknowledged by 
some of the same comment¬ 
ators celebrating the triumph 
of 'our values' In eastern 
Finope that In fact Britain 


were made aware that dab- 
Wlng In stockmarkets was 
rlvetting fun, only if 
could afford to lose. rh*y 
retreated, chastened. There 
was to be no more Sid from 
BntIWi Gas as Lord Youm 
revealed "we are not lookii* 
to Sid from British Gas, 
but to Sidney a superior 
type of investor.” 




on the brink of recession. 

- • headstart on all 

others with 3 million unem- 
- - . • million working 

people continue to live on 
or below the Council of 
Europe* 'poverty threshold*, 
one In four children In pov 
erty. there comet the dawning 
realisation that If | ( 


designed by jackals-for jack¬ 
als. The writing had been 
“ wall, for those that 
to see It, much 


were encouraged to believe 


In IMA Thatcher had declared 
there Is no society, only 
the family, Ironically just 


jyj K ON THE BLOCK { crwr^ 


NEW 


uneasy. milling over the 
Implications of such rapid 
recrultmsnt. "Who are they?" 

"Are they National Front?" 
one of their number enquired 
optimistically. 

The 150 strong Labour/SWP 
picket who had allowed 
themselves to be herded by 
police behind a 5 foot railing 
so that they could screem 
"police protect the fascists" 
when the reverse wax true, 
shouted "scum. scum, scum" as 
we passed. About 15 fascists 
already outside the school 
were briefly jubilant on the 
arrival of their reinforcement*, 
now about 80 strong. They 
began to taunt the picket. 

"Look at the commies, there 
aren't enough lamp posts to 
hang them off" one youth 
sneered. One particularly 
perceptive fascist carrying a 
placard demanding 'Rights for 
Whites' spotted something 
unusual about the 'new 
recruits' now standing in front 
of him. "But you're black" he 
spluttered, stating the obvious, 
in any case the game was up. 

The 'discussion' that followed 
was brief, a bemused BNP 
clearly taking second prise. 

About a dcsen anti-fascists 
were arrested for hammering 
home a number of points, 
while a similar number made 
off In some haste, presumably, 
to consult a good solicitor. 

Almost Immediately a second 
gang numbering about 40. and 
if possible even uglier, turned 
up. Though our numbers were 
depleted. the 'anti-fascist 
picket' remained on their side 
of the fence, end we stayed i__ 

™ °“ r ** , The BNP ( JOIN A.F.A. NOW. 

“ ' up , W,tb * f "" l BOX NO . DM1734 WCI N3XX 

patriotic favourites. 

charged. We stood. They 


• national past-tin*, 

CWW prostitution Is another 

Infeatr*. After the____ 

wnrfcix. .TIL. *" l#r7, I lhe va)ue of peoples homes 

working class entreoe I has helped to wreck the 

governments counter Inflation 
policy. People borrowed on 
the security of Inflated house 
value to buy consumer goods, 
mainly Imported, because 
Thatcher had destroyed the 
manufacturing base In the 
early 80'a, and when Interest 
rates were raised to try 
to douse demand, this fuelled 
Inflation further as trade 
unions position strengthened 
by falling unemployment 
sought to recoup the Increased 
coat of Interest rates. 

Despite the massive subsidies 

and Tory MP*s complain 
that constltutents who bought 
their own council homes 
■re now financially worse 
off lhan their neighbours 
who didn't (to restore the 
Incentive, Tories councils 
plan rises of over 40% across 
the south of England). So 
are we saying that after 
■II the hype about the Inter¬ 
connection between individual 
freedom and the free market 
■y«em, capitalism doesn't 
work. No, exactly the op¬ 
posite, capitalism Is workli* 
perfectly. 

The only major contradiction 
Is that It is not and was 
never designed for the role 
In an attempt to maintain! al,0,led to It by right wlr« 
the political loyalty of those Propagandist In the media, 

she had lured Into home ^ c «P*‘«llst system has 
existed in Britain for over 
250 years. If the system 


home 

Thatcher __ 

subsidized them to the tunc 
of £7,000$00,000 in mortgage 


_. „ I_ 

last year of 27%. That Is 
£7 billion of real money that 
could be used to spring the 
thousands of worklr« clam 
families currently Incarce¬ 
rated In seedy rundown 
and breakfasts. 

Is reported to 
irylng to persuade the 
to actually I 



stopped. We laughed! 

Later that day they ran 
through some estates banging 
on tbs doot of Isolated Asian 
families screaming "we know 
where you live" 

The following Thursday. East 
London AFA were again visibly 
active In the area distributing 
thousands of leaflets door to 
door on the 'white estates' 
previously accepted by the left 
| as 'fascist strongholds' and by 
the right simply as their 
•manor'. 

AFA refuses to accept that 
say estate in any working 
class area Is the 'natural 
constituency* of any fascists, 
no matter what their 
reputation or tradition. Their 
'success' Is due to the fact 
that no 'credible' alternative 
eilsts. AFA Is committed to 
[creating the space to allow 
one to develop. 

Though AFA was first formed 
in 1905. it has had a 
chequered history with much 
to be proud of, but also I 
kcoupta that mistakes were 
made. 

In partial recognition of this 
AFA is now divided into 4 
separate regions. 

Metropolitan AFA has set up a 
structure of geographical 
| branches that we believe can 
accommodate unallgned ind- 
ividualsaad political groups. 
Apart from Red Action, two 
other groups have affiliated. 
Workers' Power and the 
anarcho-syndicalists of the 
Direct Action Movement. Also 
an encouraging number of Ind¬ 
ividuals. Though a compre¬ 
hensive strategy Is now being 
worked out. one or two things 

I can be guaranteed: one. our 
resolve and ambition In this 
area is unlimited, but most 
Importantly, the 'New Kids on 
the Block' are here to stay. 


to benefit the vast 
In society, if the working 
classes were Intended to, 
become Individually wealthy 
homeowners ie everyone a 
capitalist, then is It not 
obvious that It would have 
*wppoocd before 1989. the 
f*ct is that capitalism is 
designed only to benefit the 
few at the top at the expense 
of the many at the bottom. 

HAVES A HAVE NOTS 

The figures available con 
cluslvely prove that the 
aystem has consistently re¬ 
sisted the gravitational 
to redistribute the wealth 
from the very wealthy at 
the top to impoverished 
majority at the bottom. Onr 
estimate sugests that the 
richest five percent of the 
British population owned 
87% of all personal wealth 
In 1911. only 75% in I960, 
but coincidentally their share 
has been creeping back up 
since 1979. 

Over 150 years ago Karl 
Mars correctly Identified 
the real realat loruhip between 
the haves and the have not*. 
"You are horrified at our 
intending to do away with 
private property. Dut in your 
existing society, private 
perty is already done 
away with for nine-tenths 


of the population; Its exist¬ 
ence for the few Is 
due to Its 



Intense majority of 

society." 

The very same relatlosuhlp 
holds true today. Certainly 
we are better off since 1911, 
* n abaolute terms workers 


In relative terms, in relation 
to what has been created 
by our labour, the vast 
profits of the capitalists 
etc our share of the total 
value has probably fallen. 

CAPITALIST NATURE 
If capitalism is In tune with 
nature, the Thatcher subsidy 
of the new haves (te those 
currently in hock to banks 
and building societies) at 
the direct expense of the 
have not* Is directly inter 
fering with 'capitalist nature' 
for the removal of this relief 
tomorrow would only 
In hundreds of t 



estimates put the 
10 times higher), a 
human sacrifice 
to the god of capital. 

Thatcher may further ira reaae 
mortgage relief to limn the 
political damage, or d,, mil y 
fry todelay the Inevitable at 
•caxt until after the next 



WATCHING YOU 
WATCHING US (CONT ) 


oeing thrown on to the | rtec tlon . *be ha?. ulrew 

streets, with the Inevitable | propared the ground duru 

and unpalatable political | ,hp 'bnom', for the inevltabli 

clam confrontation ushen 
In by the slump. As J«* 
Pilger pointed out in Guardiu 
recently "Those rights brin 
fought for and restored wit 
democratic zeal in easier 
Europe are ihoae under reviei 
und in receivership herd 9 
llubeus corpus, trial by jun 
the right to silence and s 
on, the right to strike, th 
right to assemble and ussoc 
late have all been virtunll 
destroyed." 


obsetr, tv. No-one is neutral 
la the satruggle against 
violence". 

Intelligent editors would no 
doubt scramble away from 
the ethical implications of 
.such a public declaration of 
wti/anshlp, If only to protncl 
their employee*. 

The Sun has admitted that 
their employees are "the 

willing agents of the state." 
We the general public should 
be grateful for this unusual 
not to uy unique display of 
honesty. Now we know 

erectly where they stand, they 
can aspect at some future 
date to discover exactly where 
we stand. Where the Sun. Sky 
TV, the Dally Star etc 

volunteer,_ others are 


The path characteristically 
followed by modern industry 
Karl Marx wrote takes the 
form of a cycle (Interrupted 
by smaller oscillations) of 
periods of average activity 
production at high pressure, 
crisis and stagnation. The 
alternation of boom when 
the capitalist profit and slump 
when the poor pay is an 
csnentlal feature of the 
capitalist economy, as natural 
as human beings, inhaling 
and exhaling. The economic 
recession now facing us by 
forcing up unemployment 
makes it easier for the 
employers to drive down 
wages and to compel those 
workers with jobs to accept 
worse conditions at work. 
Trials i then are periods when 
the capitalist system is re¬ 
organised and reshaped In 
order to restore the rate 
of profit to a level, at which 
investment will take place. 
Of course this will take place 
al the expense of the 58,000 
famillet currently 6 months 
behind with their mortgages 


conscripted alter only the 
most timid resistance, the «nd 
result being in any case the 
same. 

During the battle In Trafalgar 
Square, there were a number 
of attacks on TV erws which 
were carried out by lone 
individuals and appeared quite 
spontaneous. There is little 
doubt that In the future these 
attacks may lose somnthim: of 
their spontaneity. 

When this happens then? will 
he no point In them screaming 
shout 'freedom of the press', 
nor will anything be -ained by 
searching police files lor the 
perpetrator*, when they need 
only look In the mirror In see 
those ultimately responsible. 


CONTRADICTIONS 
Ignoring for the mome 
| the immense contradict tot 
| and conflict about to eru| 
In eastern Europe, westei 
Europe has lens of millio 
unemployed, while over « 
million starve world wid 
in the U.S. Reagans mix 
heralded policy of "lakir 
governments off the bad 
of the people" by lax cut 
has in reality meant thi 
70% of the population aci 
ually pay more in real terms 
Chile, often • ompared i 
monetarist terms to Britan 
displays all the usual trapping 
of the 'economx miracle 
new businesses, -man resi 
aurants etc while 60% < 

ihe population earn less iha 
they did 10 years ago an 
unemployment is as high 
30% amongst working chu 
youth. Capitalism camw 
be reformed out of existence 
It will not wither away < 
collapse as many once ex 
peeled of Its own accort 
It will continue to exist fc 
long as w 
to remain n 
victims. It ahoul 
also be noted that If thi 
f«r left do not get theii 
■ct together In rime, prove 
■ble to present an acceptable 
Socialist vision of the futurt 
then the "radical right" wil 
be only too hnnov in m 


the void 












